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INTRODUCTION

Termites are gaining major pest status in tasar
ecosystem in recent years and being observed in all
the major tasar growing regions. A total of 8
termite species viz. Pseudocapritermes fletcheri,
Odontotermes adampurensis, Odontotermes
ganpati, Odontotermes obesus, Odontotermes
latiguloides, Odontotermes redemanni,
Odontotermes proformosanus and Odontotermes
parvidens are reported to infest tasar host plants.
All the species belong to Termitidae family. These
species are highly polyphagous and pestiferous in
nature and attacks plants of all age group. A
termite colony has queen, king, soldiers, workers
and nymphs. Workers are destructive and damage
the host plants. A mature colony has around 2-4
lakhs termite population. Queen is the only
reproductive caste in colony. So, killing queen is

the best way to collapse the colony.

Nature of damage / symptoms of termite
occurrence in field

+  Termites are cellulose feeder and damage
symptoms include plants wilt, dry up of the
entire plant and which can be easily pulled up
during an early stage of the plant.

*  Presence of termite mounds in field.

*  Presence of mud tunnels on the tree bark.

* Tree becomes weak and intern seriously
affects the plant vigour.

*  Appearance of termite swarm during the rainy
season.

INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF
TERMITES IN TASAR PLANTATIONS

Mechanical control

+  Destroy termitaria (termite mounds) in the
vicinity of fields and spread the termite mound
soil in the tree basin (termite soil is rich in
nutrients).

+  Digging the termitaria and destruction of the
queen is most important in termite
management.

+  Scrubthetree trunk with iron brush to remove
the termite mud tunnels.

Cultural control

*  Use only well rotten FYM, otherwise termite
incidence will be aggravated.

* Dead and decaying plant materials should be
removed from the plantation. These attract
the termites to the rearing fields.

Botanical control

*  Apply Calotropis procera leaf extract + Neem
seed kernel extract 5% on the tree trunk (or)

»  Apply Neem cake @ 200-400 g per tree during
20-30 days before rearing.

«  Paste the main tree trunk with Herbal based
termite repellent formulation REPTER (mix
the formulation with water at 1:1 ratio and get

the consistency suitable for painting) up to 4
feet height after removing the termite mud

gallery by scrubbing the tree trunk

Chemical control

+  Apply burnt mobil oil + 2 % Imidacloprid
30.50% up to 4 feet height 30 days before
brushing. Repeat for every 6 months. (or).

+  During off season Apply Fipronil 0.3G@ 50 g
around the tree basin and cover with moist

soil.
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Treatment effect of Treatment effect of
REPTER formulation REPTER formulation
after 4 Months of after 4 Months of
treatment in Arjun treatment in Asan
plantation plantation

Sprouting of new foliage on treated Arjun plant

Contact
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