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LAGERSTROEMIA SPECIOSA

A FAST-GROWING FOOD PLANT
OF TASAR SILKWORMS
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LAGERSTROEMIA SPECIOSA

A FAST-GROWING FOOD PLANT
OF TASAR SILKWORMS

BACKGROUND

Tasar Silkworm, Antheraea mylitta is a
polyphagous insect feeding primarily on
Terminalia tomentosa, Terminalia arjuna
and Shorea robusta. Apart from primary
food plants, it also feeds on
Lagerstroemia speciosa, L. parviflora,
L.indica, Anogeissus latifolia, Zizyphus
Jujube, Terminalia belerica, 1. chebula,
T. paniculata, Sizigium cumini, Careya
arborea and Hardwickia binata etc.,
which are known as secondary food
plants, besides several other food plants
of minor importance.

The nutritional status of food plant plays a
vital role on life cycle, cocoon production
and reproductivity potential of tasar
silkworm. In addition to these, cocoon
production is also affected by traditional
method of silkworm rearing on tall trees in
natural habitat, which exposes the larvae
to a number of predators, parasites and
diseases apart from natural vagaries.
Besides, slow growing nature of the tasar
silkworm host plants support only one
rearing in a year. To address this field
problem, Central Tasar Research &
Training Institute, Ranchi through its
research identified Lagerstroemia
speciosa, an ideal nature grown food
plant, which is easily propagated, fast
growing with a short gestation period of
less than 3 years. Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Govt. of India has included it as
primary food plant of tasar silkworm in the
revised guidelines under Forest
(Conservation) Act, 1980 for Tusser
Cultivation as notified vide File No.FC-

11/76/2020-FC dated 16th August,
2021.

PURPOSE

Utilization of Lagerstroemia speciosa as
an additional primary food plant of
tropical tasar silkworm

SALIENT FEATURES

e | agerstroemia speciosa is a fast
growing and early sprouting plant as
compared to T. arjuna and T.
tomentosa with short gestation period
of below 3 years

e Overall growth performance is better
and leafyield L. speciosa is higher than
T. arjuna

e |t can grow in low moisture conditions
and suitable for its use twice in a year

e Gall infestation is very low and rearing
performance is at par with T. arjuna

e Included as an additional primary food
plant of tropical tasar silkworm.




