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LAGERSTROEMIA SPECIOSA

BACKGROUND

Tasar Silkworm, Antheraea mylitta is a 

polyphagous insect feeding primarily on 

Terminalia tomentosa, Terminalia arjuna 

and Shorea robusta. Apart from primary 

f o o d  p l a n t s ,  i t  a l s o  f e e d s  o n 

Lagerstroemia speciosa, L. parviflora, 

L.indica, Anogeissus latifolia, Zizyphus 

jujube, Terminalia belerica, T. chebula, 

T. paniculata, Sizigium cumini, Careya 

arborea and Hardwickia binata etc., 

which are known as secondary food 

plants, besides several other food plants 

of minor importance. 

The nutritional status of food plant plays a 

vital role on life cycle, cocoon production 

and reproductivity potential of tasar 

silkworm. In addition to these, cocoon 

production is also affected by traditional 

method of silkworm rearing on tall trees in 

natural habitat, which exposes the larvae 

to a number of predators, parasites and 

diseases apart from natural vagaries. 

Besides, slow growing nature of the tasar 

silkworm host plants support only one 

rearing in a year. To address this field 

problem, Central Tasar Research & 

Training Institute, Ranchi through its 

research identif ied Lagerstroemia 

speciosa, an ideal nature grown food 

plant, which is easily propagated, fast 

growing with a short gestation period of 

l e s s  t h a n  3  y e a r s .  M i n i s t r y  o f 

Environment, Forest and Cl imate 

Change, Govt. of India has included it as 

primary food plant of tasar silkworm in the 

rev ised gu ide l ines  under  Forest 

(Conservation) Act, 1980 for Tusser 

Cultivation as notified vide File No.FC-

A FAST-GROWING FOOD PLANT
 OF TASAR SILKWORMS
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11/76/2020-FC dated 16th August, 

2021.

PURPOSE
Utilization of Lagerstroemia speciosa as 

an additional primary food plant of 

tropical tasar silkworm 

SALIENT FEATURES
l Lagerstroemia speciosa is a fast 

growing and early sprouting plant as 

compared to T. ar juna  and T. 

tomentosa with short gestation period 

of below 3 years

l Overall growth performance is better 

and leaf yield L. speciosa is higher than 

T. arjuna

l It can grow in low moisture conditions 

and suitable for its use twice in a year 

l Gall infestation is very low and rearing 

performance is at par with T. arjuna 

l Included as an additional primary food 

plant of tropical tasar silkworm.

,Qlh&11@76@2020&,Qlh fnukad 16 vxLr] 
2021 }kjk vf/klwfpr fd;k x;k gSA

mís';
m".kdfVca/kh; rlj js'kedhV ds vfrfjä çkFkfed 
[kk| ikS/ks ds :i esa yStjLVªksfe;k Lisflvkslk dk 
mi;ksxA

eq[; fo'ks"rk,a %

l ystjLVªksfe;k Lisflvkslk Vh- vtqZuk vkSj Vh- 

VksesaVkslk dh rqyuk esa rsth ls c<+us okyk vkSj 

tYnh vadqfjr gksus okyk ikS/kk gS] ftldh ifjiDo 

vof/k 3 lky ls de gksrh gSA
l lexz fodkl çn'kZu csgrj gS vkSj ,y-Lisflvkslk 

iÙkh dh mit Vh- vtqZuk ls vf/kd gSA
l ;g de ueh dh fLFkfr esa c<+ ldrk gS vkSj o"kZ esa 

nks ckj mi;ksx ds fy, mi;qä gSA
l x‚y xzlu cgqr de gksrk gS vkSj dhVikyu 

fu"iknu Vh-vtqZuk ds le:i gS A 
l m".kdfVca/kh; rlj js'kedhV ds vfrfjä 

çkFkfed [kk| ikS/ks ds :i esa 'kkfeyA

i`"BHkwfe

 rlj js'kedhV] ,UFkhfj;k ekbfyêk ,d cgqHk{kh 
dhV gS tks eq[; :i ls VfeZusfy;k VksesaVkslk] 
VfeZusfy;k vtqZuk vkSj 'kksfj;k jkscsLVk dks [kkrk gSA 
çkFkfed [kk| ikS/kksa ds vykok ;g ystjLVªksfe;k 
Lisflvkslk ¼t:y½] ,y- ijfo¶yksjk] ,y- bafMdk] 
,uksftll ySfVQksfy;k] ftthQl tqtqck] 
VfeZusfy;k csysfjdk] Vh-pscqyk] Vh-iSfudqyrk] 
fltfx;e D;wfeuh] dsfj;k vkcks Zfj;k vkSj 
gkMZfofd;k fcuVk vkfn]tks f}rh;d [kk| ikS/kksa ds 
:i esa tkus tkrs gSa] ds vfrfjäk de egRo ds dbZ 
vU; [kk| ikS/kksa dks Hkh [kkrk gSA

rlj js'kedhV ds thou pØ] dkslk mRiknu vkSj 
çtuu {kerk ij [kk| ikS/kksa dh iks"k.k fLFkfr 
egRoiw.kZ Hkwfedk fuHkkrh gSA buds vykok] çk—frd 
vkokl esa Å¡¡ps isMksa ij js'ke dhVikyu dh ikjaifjd 
i)fr dkslk mRiknu dks Hkh çHkkfor djrh gS tks 
çk—frd vfu;ferrkvksa ds vykok dbZ f'kdkfj;ksa] 
ijthfo;ksa vkSj chekfj;ksa ds fy, ykokZ dks –f"Vxkspj 
djrk gSA blds vykok] rlj js'kedhV HkksT; ikS/kksa 
dh /kheh xfr ls c<+us okyh ç—fr ds dkj.k ,d o"kZ 
esa dsoy ,d gh dhVikyu gksrk gSA ç{ks= dh bl 
leL;k dk lek/kku djus ds fy, dsUnzh; rlj 
vuqla/kku ,oa çf'k{k.k laLFkku] jk¡ph us vius 
vuqla/kku ds ek/;e ls çk—frd :i ls mxs vkn'kZ 
[kk| ikS/kk yStjLVªksfe;k Lisflvkslk ¼t:y½ dh 
igpku dh ftls vklkuh ls çof/kZr fd;k tkrk gS tks 
3 lky ls de le; dh vof/k esa rsth ls c<+rk gSA 
i;kZoj.k] ou vkSj tyok;q ifjorZu ea=ky;] Hkkjr 
ljdkj us bls rlj dh [ksrh ds fy, ou ¼laj{k.k½ 
vf/kfu;e] 1980 ds rgr la'kksf/kr fn'kk&funsZ'kksa esa 
rlj js'kedhV ds çkFkfed [kk| ikS/ks ds :i esa 
' k k f e y  f d ; k  g S  t k s  Q k b y  u a c j 


